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We Who Love to Be Astonished collects a powerful group of previously unpublished essays to fill a gap in the critical evaluation of women's contributions to postmodern experimental writing. Contributors include Alan Golding, Aldon Nielsen, and Rachel Blau DuPlessis\; discussions include analyses of the work of Kathleen Fraser, Harryette Mullen, and Kathy Acker, among others. The editors take as their title a line from the work of Lyn Hejinian, one of the most respected of innovative women poets writing today.

The volume is organized into four sections: the first two seek to identify, from two different angles, the ways women of different sociocultural backgrounds are exploring their relationships to their cultures' inherited traditions\; the third section investigates the issue of visuality and the problems and challenges it creates\; and the fourth section expands on the role of the body as material and performance.

The collection will breach a once irreconcilable divide between those who theorize about women's writing and those who focus on formalist practice. By embracing "astonishment" as the site of formalist-feminist investigation, the editors seek to show how form configures feminist thought, and, likewise, how feminist thought informs words and letters on a page. Students and scholars of avant-garde poetry, women's writing, and late-20th-century American literature will welcome this lively discussion.

Library Journal
Following the lead of such books as Marjorie Perloff's Radical Artifice: Writing Poetry in the Age of Media, the editors a critic and professor at CCNY and a poet who teaches at Bucknell, respectively gather 19 pieces that examine ways in which experimental women writers challenge traditional free-verse writing through the creation of hybrid forms. For example, writing on the spoken-word poetry of performance artist Tracie Morris, Kathleen Crown notes how Morris repeats the lyrics of "Dancing Cheek to Cheek" while beating time with increasing violence on her chest and throat, as her audience becomes more uncomfortable and the sunny Doris Day lyrics shade into a tableau of spousal abuse. The danger for practitioners of such "oppositional poetics," the authors note, is that they "can harden into positions opposing each other, rather than establishing areas of shared concerns." Hinton and Hogue hope to lessen such parochialism with this volume, which will encourage various experimental writers to acknowledge and learn from one another. The kind of writing under discussion here is not exactly big box office, but by furthering the conversation between these radical women artists Hinton reminds readers that it can be refreshing to break up ordinary literary discourse and seek a fruitful bewilderment among its fragments. Recommended for academic libraries. David Kirby, Florida State Univ., Tallahassee Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information.
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