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Everybody wants to help Davey. "Let me open that." "Do you want to hold my hand?" Davey has one answer for all, "Thanks, but no thanks."

Davey is blind--and he is perfectly capable of doing everything on his own. His well- meaning classmates stop offering help when they see how able Davey is. They respect his self-reliance--until he tries to play kickball. After several missed kicks and a trampled base keeper, no one wants Davey on his team.

Working together, the children figure out a way to offer help that respects Davey's unique abilities and his desire for freedom. In this seamless tale, based on a true story, the children realize that interdependence can be just as important and rewarding as independence.

Children's Literature
When Davey enters the classroom for the first time, he looks like a regular kid—\;medium height, medium brown hair, and medium brown eyes. Before he sits in his assigned seat, he walks around and touches everything in the classroom. Then he sits down and announces that he is blind. Davey enters into all the learning activities, goes through the lunch line, and opens his own carton of milk. To each inquiry of "May I help?" Davey responds, "No thanks." Davey joins in when the students play kickball, but not seeing the ball proves to be a problem. His classmates confer about how to include Davey in the game. They decide to tell him when the ball is coming for his kick. Then the person on first yells, "First base, Davey, first base." Everyone helps Davey play the game using his ears instead of his eyes. Davey and his compassionate classmates are depicted in full-color realistic illustrations. Based on an actual occurrence, this book will aid children in understanding some of the attributes of being blind.
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